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Scusset Beach Friends
Chairman of the Board: Elise Smith
Vice Chairman: Paul Loiselle
Treasurer: Linda Porazzo
Assistant Treasurer: Edna Faria
Secretary: David Harris

What’s New…
The next Friends Meeting is scheduled for
Saturday, July 13th, 2013 at 10:00 am at the
New Boardwalk to the Beach – Photo by David Harris

After long winter and a rainy spring, the sun is
shining and the temperature rising. Summer is here!
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Nature Center. Hope to see you there!

The 2nd Annual Scusset 5K Race/Walk is
already planned for September 7th, 2013 at 9 a.m. Interested in participating in the race –
www.racemenu.com. Interested in sponsorship
or donations, please contact Edna at
ednafaria@hotmail.com
The Friends are planning three more Safari
Campouts in 2013. All with self-contained
units are welcome to sign up. It’s lots of fun!!
July 11 – 14
August 1 – 4
September 26 – 29
Space available for July August, & September.
Safari Campout forms on pages 9-11.

Pancake Breakfast will be on Sunday,
September 8th, at 8:00 – 9:00a.m., at the
Campground picnic area.

Interested in joining the Scusset Friends?
Great Friends with a great purpose.
Membership forms are on page 8 of this
newsletter.
Our Facebook page by Dave Harris is now
available. We welcome your comments there.
Sand in Our Shoes
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A Few Words from John….
Happy summer everyone,
Summer season is well underway. Staff has been
hired, the campground has been full most days
and the beach is starting to get busy.
On the staffing front there has been good news.
We gained an additional night position on our
roster so the night shift is back up to strength of
two with one of them staying on till 2am to
increase night coverage. We also gained a daytime
position from an unfilled Job in another park
(which may only be with us this season) but the
extra hands are great to have.
A Student Conservation Association Crew from
Hawley Ma spent 5 days working on the safari
fence with great results. By putting off the
finishing work which staff will do in the fall they
were able to replace the entire run with new
Pressure treated wood. Again, thanks to the
Friends for supplying refreshments to keep these
hard working young people going.
The New Boardwalk is in (with a ton of help from
mass Beach buggy) and looks great. We have
already heard many great comments.
Next on the project list will be finishing up some
landscaping at the campground bathroom, to help
finish cleaning up that area.

John DeCosta, Park Supervisor
Scusset Beach State Reservation

The June rain storms caused quite a bit of flooding (as
reported elsewhere in this newsletter) I did want to send
out a thank you to Fire Districts 1 and 4 as well as the
Bourne Fire department for all their help and equipment.
On the worst day we had seven pumps running in the
campground to keep up.
Lastly, There is plenty of summer left and lots of friends
activities coming up to take part in, and I urge you all to
take part in what you can. If we all do a little, then a lot
gets done.
Have a good summer and be safe

John

Scusset Beach State Reservation
www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/southeast/scus.htm
Department of Conservation and Recreation
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/
Department of Conservation and Recreation Friends
Groups http://www.mass.gov/dcr/friends.htm
Camping Reservations:
Reserve America website: www.reserveamerica.com
or Telephone: 1-877-422-6762
Campground map:
www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/images/pdf/ScussetCamp.pdf
Friends of Scusset Beach
http://www.friendsofscussetbeach.org
Look for Friends of Scusset Beach on Facebook, too.
Sand in Our Shoes
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Scusset Events Scheduled for 2013
!
!
!
!

Safari Campouts – space available for July 11 – 14, August 1 – 4, and September 26 - 29
2nd Annual Scusset 5K Race/Walk – September 7th , 2013
Pancake Breakfast September 8th, 2013
Next Friends Meeting is July 13th, 2013 at the campground picnic area

Pictures fron the 1st Annual Scusset Beach 5K Race/Walk

Want to sign up for the 2nd Annual Race/Walk? Sign up at www.racemenu.com
We are looking for more race sponsors and donations to make this race a giant success for Scusset
Beach. Our goal is a playground at Scusset Beach. Individual and commercial sponsorships are
available.
It is for a great cause… a playground for children visiting the park. Sponsorship is a wonderful way
for you, to help make this possible, and for you, as a business owner, to get your name “out there”.
For more information on sponsorships and donations, email: ednafaria@hotmail.com.

Spring Rains Have Kept Park Staff Busy
It is no secret, June is in the top six wettest June’s on record. If you were camping at the campground, some
of you can attest to this. Flooding of some the campsites has been a major issue on more than several
occasions. John and his staff, with the help of the Massachusetts Forest Fire Service, have been kept busy
pumping out flooded campsites. At times there were as many as four and five pumps working at various
locations. Hopefully the sun will shine and the staff can settle in to a less stressful
routine.
Photos David Harris

Sand in Our Shoes
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It’s all good now thanks to the hard work of Forest Districts 1 & 4,
Bourne Fire Dept., and the Park staff!

Camping in the Safari Field – June 2013

“New Safari Field fence –
Thanks to the Student Conservation Assn., Hawley, MA

Great Fishing – Memorial Day 2013

“Wishful Thinking!”
Photos David Harris

Rescue
and
Release
On June 9th, The International Fund For Animal Welfare (IFAW) released a Risso’s dolphin at Scusset
Beach. They had rescued the dolphin after it had beached at Osterville the previous Saturday morning.
Scusset Beach goers had a great chance to view this release.
Rizzo’s dolphins, sometimes called gray dolphins, can reach lengths of 13 feet and weigh up to1000 pounds.
We, at Scusset Beach, were told by C.T. Harry, the Assistant Stranding Coordinator of IFAW, that the
dolphin being released at Scusset was female about 10 feet in length and about 350 pounds. She was safely
released that day.
Links to Interview and video of their work with IFAW.
Interviw :Spotlight on Cape Cod - Katie Moore (IFAW) Interview
Video: http://www.ifaw.org/united-states/our-work/whales/marine-mammal-rescue-and-research-overview
Sand in Our Shoes
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FRIENDS OF SCUSSET BEACH
The Chairman’s Corner
Summer Greetings,’
If you can dodge the raindrops, Scusset is a great place to be in the summer. The canal is busy with water
craft and the lifeguards are on the beach. The campground is filling up fast if not already full. If you are
looking to camp, there are two “Friends” weekends available, and if you check with the office, some of the
Safari groups will allow guests to come in as well.
Enjoy our park. It has a lot to offer everyone.
Elise

Safari Campout September 27th – 30th, 2012

David Harris, Secretary Friends of Scusset Beach

PARK SERVICE DAY, April 20th, 2013
Saturday, April 20th, was overcast with light rain at times. This didn’t stop the dozen or more Friends of
Scusset Beach from showing up to help clean up the reservation in preparation for the 2013 opening. Prior
to the 20th several of the members had repainted lines and site numbers throughout the campground. The
major task of the day was the cleaning up of flower beds and the spreading of bark mulch. At the
conclusion of the work the Friends served lunch.
With the weather being what it was this Spring, it was decided that flower planting would be done on
Saturday, May 4th. This would be done in conjunction with the Friend’s campout and breakfast held in the
Safari field the opening weekend of the reservation. We had a good showing and by noon the work was
done
Editor’s note: Because of the Boston Marathon bombing, Park Service day was postponed until April 27th.
With such a small group on the 20th, no pictures were taken of the activities as the photographer was
busy.
Dave

Welcome new members 2013:
Chiocca,!Tom!
Currie,!R.!Paul!!
Currie,!Wife!!
Hebert,!Don!
Lee,!Bob!W.!
Lee,!Susan!K.!!
Miller,!Roger!
Miller,!Janet!!

Mobilio,!Mark!!
Mobilio,!Susan!!
Santoro,!James!
Santoro,!Patricia!
Shea,!Mary!!
Souza!Jr.!Joseph!!
Stacey,!Connie!!
!
Sand in Our Shoes
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Other Activities

Helping Hands –

!

What is a Friends Group?

Regular meetings at Scusset Beach throughout the
camping season to formulate plans and organize and
follow though on fundraising, projects, and grants.

Friends groups are organizations dedicated to supporting photos by David Harris
! Design and maintain friend’s group website for
specific DCR properties through volunteer work,
Scusset Beach friends.
fundraising, providing programs & events, and advocacy.

What does a Friends Group do?
Friends groups undertake a variety of activities. These
can include work days at the park to help with a project,
organizing fund raisers to help purchase much needed
equipment or supplies, or serving as an adovocate for the
park when needed. Friends groups are essential partners in
protecting and enhancing DCR’s parks.
More than 70 groups are working across the state to
enhance our forests and parks system, including:
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Shawme-Crowell State Forest
Nickerson State Park
Waquoit Bay & South Cape Beach
Myles Standish State Forest
Forefathers Monument
Wompatuck State Park
Borderland State Park
Scusset Friends Projects

!

Scusset Beach Boardwalk to the Canal Access Road.

!

Scusset Beach Walk in the Park – campground walk

!

2012 – Beautification of the beach building exteriors.

Scusset Beach Playground – The Next Project.
On the Friends wish list is
a playground for Scusset
Beach. The Friends are
working toward that goal
with the fundraising
events they have planned.
One of these events is the
Annual 5K Race/Walk.

!

Participation in Park Serve Day – spring planting and
preparing the park for the summer camping season.

!

Fundraising events – PancakeBreakfast, Safari
campouts, Annual 5K Racw/Walk, Raffles, etc.

Why Now?
Given the fiscal climate and the current economy, now is
the perfect time for a Friends group to aid in making
improvements to Scusset Beach possible. The Friends
Group can help us leverage funds from the Department of
Conservation and Recreation’s Matching Partnership
grants to improve the park, as well as assisting with
projects and fund raising.

What can I do?
Your level of involvement is up to you. Some people are
very active in their Friends groups; serving on the Board
of Directors, attending all meetings, working on a specific
committee. Other people are content to pay their
membership dues knowing that they will support the park.
Your level of involvement is up to each individual
member.

I’m interested - So what’s the plan?
Print and fill out the form on the page 10 of the
Newsletter and mail it with your check to:
Friends of Scusset Beach
Scusset Beach State Reservation
140 Scusset Beach Rd.
Sagamore Beach, MA 02562-2815
Telephone: 500-888-0859
Fax: 508-888-1183
email: scussetfriends@live.com

The 2nd Annual Scusset
Beach Race/Walk is
scheduled for September
7th , 2013

Come join us!

And get a little sand in your shoes!
Sand in Our Shoes
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Kids on a Rainbow - Park Playground Project - Color Me!
The Friends of Scusset Beach are looking for participants and sponsors for the 5K Race/walk.
Donations toward the playground are gratefully accepted. More information is available at
the campground office or contact ednafaria@hotmail.com
Sand in Our Shoes
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To become a Friend of Scusset Beach State Reservation, please print and fill out the following form mail it
to us – or drop it off at our office. Better yet, come to the next meeting. We encourage everyone to become
a friend.
Scusset Beach State Reservation
20 Scusset Beach Rd.
Sagamore Beach, MA 02562-2815
Fax: 508-888-1183

email: scussetfriends@live.com

Friends of Scusset Beach
Scusset Beach State Reservation
20 Scusset Beach Rd.
Sagamore Beach, MA 02562

email: scussetfriends@live.com
website: http://www.friendsofscussetbeach.org

As we begin to create a contact list of friends, your information is very important. This fall, we will contact
you with information about the meeting to establish the Friends of Scusset Beach and send you our Fall
Newsletter to keep you informed and aware of the progress made is establishing this group.
Name:______________________________
Address:____________________________
City, State, Zip:_____________________
Phone:______________________________
Email:______________________________

Annual Membership Dues are:
! $5.00 for an individual
! $10.00 for a couple or family
! $25.00 for a business
Checks can be made payable to:
Friends of Scusset Beach Reservation Corporation

Type of membership wanted: ___________

My Special Interests & Talents: _____________________________________________________
I am interested in- (Please check all that apply):
! becoming a member of a Scusset Beach Friends Group
! attending meetings
! serving on the Board of Directors
! participating in work days to maintain and clean areas of the park
! assisting in fundraising efforts
Other: ____________________________________________________________

“Get a little sand in your shoes!”
Sand in Our Shoes
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